
ABSTRACT
Whilst digital transactions have existed within financial systems
and markets for decades, it is the expansion of digital platforms via
mobile Internets that has made mundane digital transactions a
ubiquitous feature of everyday life. In this talk, I posit digital
transaction platforms as functional interchanges for the complex
transaction chains engendered by network economies, serving as
clearing houses for a cascading range of digital tokens. At a
systemic level, six classes of transaction platforms provide
exchange functions necessary to the platform economy and,
consequently, constitute the vital organs of digital capitalism. In
synchronising online marketplaces for goods, services, labour,
information and credit, transaction platforms ensure the
interoperability of profuse digital currencies, the functioning of
complex transaction chains and, above all, the velocity of money in
digital societies. Asia is the region demonstrating the strongest and
swiftest transition to digital transactions, reflecting its more mobile
tendencies, digital majority, competitive and cooperative
investments in digital futures. From this, I infer that digital
transactions are not only the nerves and veins of algorithmic
capitalism, but also symptomatic indicators of emergent
transactional cultures, each with their own material histories and
aspirations, social and semantic ontologies.
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